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Two Richmond City high schools win  
W!SE financial literacy award  

 
Richmond, VA – Working in Support of Education (W!se) has recognized Richmond 

Community High School (RCHS) and Franklin Military Academy among the top high schools 

in the nation showcasing excellence in financial education and personal finance instruction. 

W!se is an educational 501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to providing educational support 

services nationwide, building financial literacy, fostering business and social 

entrepreneurship, and preparing students for college and the global workplace. 

 

RCHS ranked among the top ten best W!se high schools and was recognized at a special 

ceremony held earlier this month at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, sponsored by 

Voya Financial®. RCHS finished with a number five national ranking. The school was 

ranked second among small high schools (500 students or less). Laura McDonough, RCHS 

business education teacher, and J. Austin Brown, principal, attended the ceremony to 

accept the award. Franklin Military Academy ranked among the top 100 schools and was 

also recognized by W!se. 

 

Developed in 2003, the W!SE Program has expanded nationally to include programs in 43 

states and has been widely recognized for its success by the United States Treasury 

Department’s John Sherman Award for Excellence in Financial Education. The W!se 

Financial Literacy Certification Program (FLCP)  provides high school students with access 

to financial education and the opportunity to become certified financially literate. 

Participating high schools teach personal finance and administer W!se’s standardized 

Financial Literacy Certification (CFL) test. Teachers have access to training, educational 

resources, pre-tests and online practice tests. Students who pass the CFL test are Certified 

Financially Literate, earning their CFL. 

 

To view the complete list of the Top 100 W!se high schools in the nation 

visit: http://www.wise-ny.org/100BestRanking2016.htm. 
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